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INTRODUCTION____________________________________________ 

Long dismissed as an ephemeral product of the naive imagination, the 'placebo effect' has 

finally come of age as a phenomenon worth studying in its own right. Whilst medical science 

becomes increasingly open to the role of the mind in illness and healing, a growing 

community of researchers is grappling with the implications of the placebo phenomenon. 

This exploration, at the limits of medicine, provokes deep questions about philosophy of 

mind, ethics, anthropology, and more broadly what it means to be human. 

This renewed interest in the phenomenon has sparked a surge in scientific research over the 

previous two decades. It is clear, however, that an integrated philosophical understanding of 

the phenomenon remains elusive. Basic questions endure: What is a placebo? Is placebo 

treatment ethical? How do placebo effects betray the limits of modern medicine? How is the 

phenomenon situated within modern theories of the mind? How can the insights of placebo 

studies be translated into practice? 

This two-day collaborative workshop brings together cognitive scientists, philosophers, 

artists, anthropologists and clinicians to explore and advance the philosophy of placebo. The 

workshop consists of three sessions, each of which includes two talks and ample time for 

discussion. The workshop is oriented towards fostering dialogue among scholars, with the 

aim of generating new theory. 

The workshop is free, and if you would like to attend please send an email to Giulio Ongaro: 

G.Ongaro@lse.ac.uk.  

 

LOCATION________________________________________________ 

Court Room 

Senate House 

Malet Street 

London 

WC1E 7HU 
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PROGRAMME_____________________________________________ 

 

Monday 26th November 2018 

0900 – 0945 Registration 

0945 – 1000 Welcome and introduction 

SESSION ONE: Definitions and epistemology 

1000 – 1040 Are placebo effects a distinct class of effects? 
Dr Jennifer Corns 

(University of Glasgow) 

1040 – 1120 
The ethics and epistemology of nocebo effects in trials, 

and what to do about it. 

Dr Jeremy Howick 

(University of Oxford) 

1120 – 1140 BREAK (tea and coffee provided) 

1140 – 1300 Group discussions 

1300 – 1400 LUNCH (not provided) 

SESSION TWO: Value 

1400 – 1440 
Pseudoscience, placebo effects and complementary and 

alternative medicine. 

Dr Phoebe Friesen 

(University of Oxford) 

1440 – 1520 
Healing atmospheres: a proposal for sidestepping the 

instrumentalisation of experience in placebo studies. 

Dr Hannah Drayson 

(University of Plymouth) 

1520 – 1540 BREAK (tea and coffee provided) 

1540 – 1700 Group discussions 

1700 – 1715 Wrap up day one and introduce day two 
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Tuesday 27th November 2018 

0945 – 1000 Welcome and introduction to day two 

SESSION THREE: Culture 

1000 – 1040 

Placebo responses as a class of medically 

significant responses to the lifeworld and how to 

explain them: ethnomethodology, ecological 

psychology and (radical) enactivism. 

Dr Phil Hutchinson 

(Manchester Metropolitan 

University) 

1040 – 1120 
Placebos and the limits of medicine: from the 

modern clinic to shamanic healing. 

Giulio Ongaro 

(London School of 

Economics and Political 

Science) 

Doug Hardman 

(University of Southampton) 

1120 – 1140 BREAK (tea and coffee provided) 

1140 – 1300 Group discussions 

1300 – 1315 Close of workshop and description of next steps 

 


